
M E M O R A N D U M
 
TO: Governing Board Members
  
FROM: Stephen M. Collins, Real Estate & Land Management
  
DATE: March 10, 2022
  
SUBJECT: Release of C-4 Canal Easement, Miami-Dade County
 
 
Agenda Item Background:
This is a request for the partial release of canal easement for the C-4 (Tamiami Canal) right of
way in Miami-Dade County.  The property is being redeveloped to provide housing for Florida
International University, which is located South of the release parcel on the other side of the
C-4 and Tamiami Trail.  During the redevelopment process, it was discovered that the
applicant’s property is partially encumbered by the District’s easement.  The release area
contains approximately 0.33 acres and is not usable for future expansion of the canal since it
is severed from the canal by SW 7th Terrace.  The release will be subject to the property
being appraised and the applicant will pay appraised value for the release.
 
Core Mission and Strategic Priorities:
The Applicant, 7th Terrace Property Owner, LLC., has requested a release of the perpetual
canal easement for the C-4 (Tamiami Canal) right of way in Miami-Dade County.  The portion
of the easement to be released is shown on the map attached hereto as Exhibit “A”.  The
release area contains approximately 0.33 acres, and is located in Section 6, Township 54
South, Range 40 East, within the West ½ of Block 11, SWEETWATER GROVES, Plat Book 8,
page 50.  The canal easement in this area is not usable for future expansion of the canal since
it is severed from the canal by SW 7th Terrace.  This request has been reviewed and
approved by the Right of Way Section, Operations and Maintenance, and the Miami Field
Station.
 
The property is being developed as housing and mixed-use commercial for Florida
International University (“FIU”), and the development is supported by the City of Sweetwater.
 There is a critical need in this area for quality housing options for FIU students, faculty, and
staff.  The release property is located directly north of the FIU campus, which is on the
southside of the C-4 canal and SW 8th Street (Tamiami Trail).  Residents of the future housing
site can easily access the FIU campus by a pedestrian footbridge over the C-4 and crosswalk
across SW 8th Street.
 
The applicant has paid a $1,000 non-refundable application fee and will pay appraised value
for the release, together will all costs associated with the release.

The Governing Board, pursuant to Section 373.096, Florida Statutes, the Governing Board of
the District may release any right of way interest for which it has no present or apparent use
under terms and conditions determined by the Board.
 
Funding Source:
The easement was acquired in 1951 at no cost.  The District will not pay any fees or costs



associated with this release, and all costs will be paid by the applicant.
 
Staff Contact and/or Presenter:
Stephen M. Collins, smcollins@sfwmd.gov; 561-682-2959
 
 
ATTACHMENTS:
 
Resolution 2022-0301
 
Exhibit A

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1248369/Collins_RealEstate_C-4_Partial_Release_Canal_Easement_Reso.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1248370/Collins_RealEstate_C-4_Partial_Release_Canal_Easement_ExhibitA.pdf

