
M E M O R A N D U M
 
TO: Governing Board Members
  
FROM: Lawrence Glenn, Water Resources Division
  
DATE: May 12, 2022
  

SUBJECT: Agreement with Audubon of Florida Tavernier Science Center to Monitor
Roseate Spoonbill Survival in Florida Bay

 
 
Agenda Item Background:
Staff seeks approval to enter into a three-year, sole source agreement, with the Audubon of
Florida’s Tavernier Science Center to monitor Roseate Spoonbill survival in Florida Bay in an
amount not to exceed $299,730 subject to Governing Board approval of the Fiscal Year 2023-
2024 Budget.  This RECOVER monitoring, in support of the Comprehensive Everglades
Restoration Plan (CERP), provides critical information on a CERP identified ecological
indicator species.
 
Core Mission and Strategic Priorities:
Additional Item Background:
Audubon’s Everglades Science Center (AESC) has performed annual surveys of Florida Bay’s
nesting population intermittently since 1935 and continuously since 1987.  These surveys are
highly labor intensive requiring repeated visits to more than 70 keys in Florida Bay on an
annual basis.  Until 2000, these birds chose locations in a reasonably predictive pattern,
nesting heavily in northeastern Florida Bay.  However, since that time, spoonbill nesting has
shifted in both timing and location, perhaps due to sea level rise.  Due to the uncertainty in the
birds’ nesting behavior, a new methodology is being developed, relying on the technology of
remote cameras or “camera traps” to help reduce labor costs, improve monitoring efficacy,
and lessen disturbance to nesting birds.
 
Audubon will cost-share nest counting, bay-wide surveys, and prey fish abundance monitoring
in foraging locations as part of this contract with the District.
 
Core Mission and Strategic Priorities:
This item is aligned with the District mission to balance and improve natural systems.  It
supports multiple objectives within Florida Bay including determining impacts of water
management from the South Dade Conveyance System, Taylor Slough and the C-111 area
on the natural system, reporting of system condition for RECOVER and providing information
on CERP identified ecological indicator species.
 
Funding Source:
 
Staff Contact and/or Presenter:
Fred Sklar, fsklar@sfwmd.gov, 561-682-6504
 
 
ATTACHMENTS:



 
Resolution No. 2022-0508

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1344448/Glenn_WaterResources_SpoonbillContract_Resolution.pdf

