
DATE: January 10, 2022

TO: Mark S. Watson, City Manager

FROM: Robin Smith , Police Chief

SUBJECT: Grant Acceptance to Pay for Genetic Testing in the Baby Wyatt Doe Cold
Case

AGENDA ID: VI.d
OAK RIDGE CITY COUNCIL MEMORANDUM

 

  

  

  

  
Introduction
An item for the agenda is a resolution accepting a grant from Season of Justice in an amount
not to exceed $5,246.00 to pay for genetic testing of a deceased baby boy, who the Oak Ridge
Police Department has referred to as "Baby Wyatt Doe," who was found in Melton Lake last
year.  
 
Funding
No City funds are associated with this item.
 
Background
On March 26, 2020, the body of a newborn baby boy was found in Melton Lake.  The Oak
Ridge Police Department is still investigating this case and seeks to identify the baby.  Since
the identity of the newborn is unknown, the department has given this baby the name of Wyatt
and he is often referred to as "Baby Wyatt Doe."  The baby cannot be given a proper burial
until his identity is determined.
 
Grant funds are available from Season of Justice, a non-profit organization in Indianapolis,
Indiana that is dedicated to providing funding to law enforcement agencies and families to help
solve cold cases.  Season of Justice provides grants to law enforcement for advanced DNA
analysis and the Oak Ridge Police Department has been awarded a grant in the amount of
$5,246.00 specifically for genetic testing for Baby Wyatt Doe.  By the terms of the grant, the
money will be sent directly to the genetic testing laboratory however no confidential or case
sensitive information will be exchanged between Season of Justice and the laboratory.  Any
unused grant funds will be returned by the laboratory to Season of Justice.
 
Recommendation
Approval of the attached resolution is recommended.
 
Attachments:
Resolution - Season of Justice Grant.docx
 

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1196844/Resolution_-_Season_of_Justice_Grant.pdf

