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TO: Mark S. Watson, City Manager
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Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment: Special Recreation District (SRD)

AGENDA ID: VIII.a
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Introduction
An item for City Council’s consideration is an ordinance to amend the Oak Ridge Zoning
Ordinance by creating a new ‘Special Recreation District’, or SRD.
 
Funding

No funding is associated with this item. 

 
Background

Over the last few months staff and the Planning Commission have created and reviewed a
new Zoning District called the Special Recreation District (SRD).  The new district is intended
to accommodate large-scale recreation and entertainment developments.  Instead of adapting
specific large-scale recreation uses into existing districts, the proposed district addresses
potential uses with unique characteristics and impacts, such as those that attract people from
around the region during non-traditional commercial business hours.  Through the
performance-based regulation of the special district, individual project development is
evaluated at a more detailed level based on impact assessment during Site Plan review.

 

Zoning District Overview

The main goals of the Planned Recreation District are to (1) provide flexibility and (2) manage
the potential externalities created by unique, large scale recreation development.  The
proposed new district and associated Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments are outlined below.

 

Special Recreation District Outline

Statement of purpose/intent
Use: Permitted uses, accessory uses, and special exceptions
Dimensional standards: setbacks, building height, etc.
Buffer requirements
Parking standards
Site Plan approval requirements



 

Coinciding ZO Text Amendments

Added definition for ‘motorsports park’
Created temporary use permit standards for overflow parking
District sign standards
Required Site Plan review by Planning Commission
Added buffer/screening requirements for SRD

 

At their January 21, 2021 meeting, the Planning Commission voted 7-1 to recommend
approval of the Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment.

 
Recommendation

Approval of the attached ordinance is recommended.

 
Attachments:
Special Recreation District Amendment.docx
 
Ordinance - Creation of SRD Special Recreation District and Associated Amendments 2021.pdf
 

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/805142/Special_Recreation_District_Amendment.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/811206/Ordinance_-_Creation_of_SRD_Special_Recreation_District_and_Associated_Amendments_2021.pdf

