
DATE: March 01, 2022

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council

FROM: Mark Watson , City Manager

SUBJECT: City Council Shall Consider Proposal for Renovations to Oak Ridge Civic
Center

AGENDA ID: I.c
OAK RIDGE CITY COUNCIL MEMORANDUM

 

  

  

  

  
Introduction
In October, 2019, the City received $3M to use toward the development of a civic and
conference center to be developed in conjunction with the Oak Ridge Enhanced Technology
Training Center.  After looking at several options, the feasibility of locating and renovating
portions of the Oak Ridge Civic Center have been considered.  The City Council will be briefed
by city staff and consultants on the design and costs associated with the project and
developing a path forward.
 
Funding
Funding is provided from the State of Tennessee ($3M) and funding set aside for roof
replacement ($500K).  Additional funding from the City's General Fund will be required to meet
a total project
 
Background
During the Legislature in 2019, the City of Oak Ridge led efforts to achieve the development of
the Emergency Response Training Facility, currently being built by the Roane County IDB. 
During that process, we identified the need for a large group to gather in a single facility
outside of the training center, because training participants would be staying in the city and
could utilize a place for larger gatherings.  After examination of the adjacent facility to AMSE,
the City turned to the current civic center, built in the 1970s.
 
The City has focused on the current civic center as that location and is presenting proposed
designs and estimated costs for review.  Additional information is being developed  as
requested by the Budget and Finance Committee such as a projected annual business plan.
The identified goal of this funding and project is to have a facility where 350-400 could be
comfortably seated in a banquet setting and a place for larger community events when not
connected to ORETTC.
 
The briefing will be provided by the City Manager, Consultant Ray Evans, and Assistant to the
City Manager Eric Ault.  Review by the City Council is important at this stage before additional
design work with architects is authorized in upcoming meetings.
 
Recommendation
City Council shall consider proposed plans for Civic Center renovation and review of proposed
costs.
 


