
DATE: June 21, 2022

TO: Mark S. Watson, City Manager

FROM: Roger Flynn , Public Works City Engineer

SUBJECT: Blankenship Field ADA Parking Access Improvement

AGENDA ID: I.c
OAK RIDGE CITY COUNCIL MEMORANDUM

 

  

  

  

  
SUPPORTING DEPARTMENT:      -None-
 
Introduction

An item for City Councils consideration is the recommendation for approval of a resolution
authorizing a contract in the amount of $141,800 with Rogers Group, Inc. of Knoxville, TN for
the construction of five (5) new ADA accessible parking spaces and resurfacing of an existing
parking area.

 
Funding
This is a joint effort between the City and the Schools with each providing equal funding. 
 
The City Manager and School Superintendent have communicated about the increase in price
and have agreed that this project should move forward and costs will be evenly split for
construction, or approximately $72,000 each.
 
Background

Oak Ridge Schools with help from the City Public Works Department have worked to improve
access to Blankenship field for persons with disabilities.   An inventory of the number of
accessible spaces as a percentage of total spaces showed the existing parking met ADA
requirements however based on public input it was decided to increase available accessible
parking spaces.  The small parking lot near the ticket booth on Kentucky Avenue is only for
the purpose of serving persons with disabilities and currently has five (5) accessible spaces. 
This project will double that capacity.

 

Council is aware that Public Works askes for contingency funds when it bids contracts that
involve road or parking lot construction.  That is done because of the possibility of subsurface
issues or unstable subgrade.  Existing drainage at this location is poor and there is standing
water where the new subgrade will be placed.  Because Public Works thinks it’s probable
there will be subgrade issues it included items for a normal depth subgrade in the unit price
table and also extra depth.  The normal depth items are items 4, 5 & 6.  Item 15 in the unit
prices table is for extra depth excavation, subgrade stone and additional base course. Until
work begins it is unknown what conditions will be found. The contract includes grading to
provide positive drainage.



 

 

Depending on what conditions are discovered one of the two subgrade and pavement cross
sections will be chosen. The total area of excavation is 375 Yd2 and the difference in unit cost
is $29 Yd2.  The actual construction cost assuming poor subgrade conditions are discovered
is approximately $109,550.  This is using the cost for the extra depth excavation which is the
higher of the two.  The reason the bid amount exceeds the anticipated cost is that the bid
amount is a cumulative total of the cost for both cross sections. The contractor will not be able
to invoice for both.  If adequate soil is discovered the standard cross section will be used
which will provide a cost savings of $10,875.

 
Recommendation

The project was publicly advertised and sealed bids were solicited from local contractors that
the City is already familiar with.  Two contractors responded.  Public Works is satisfied with the
results of the bid process and recommends award of the contract. At this time Public Works
asks approval of a resolution authorizing a contract in the amount of $141,800 with no
additional contingency.

 
Attachments:
20220617_CITY OF OAK RIDGE, TENNESSEE Abstract of Bids.pdf
 
Unit Price Table (6-16-22).pdf
 
Blankenship Parking Improvements (5-27-22).pdf
 
Resolution - Blankenship ADA Improvements.docx
 

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1433927/20220617_CITY_OF_OAK_RIDGE__TENNESSEE_Abstract_of_Bids.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1433928/Unit_Price_Table__6-16-22_.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1433930/Blankenship_Parking_Improvements__5-27-22_.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1434617/Resolution_-_Blankenship_ADA_Improvements.pdf

