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TITLE: Ordinance: 2023-28 Water, Sewer, and Stormwater Utility Rates

DEPARTMENT CONTACT: Bill Franz, Public Works

SUMMARY:

The City Council held a public hearing on this matter on October 10, 2022 following a year-
long analysis and series of briefings. Staff recommends approval of the ordinance setting
utility rates for 2023-28.

PRESENTER:

Bill Franz, Public Works Director

ESTIMATED TIME:

5

BACKGROUND:

Every three years the Council approves a six-year schedule of rates for the Water, Sewer, and
Stormwater Utilities.  FCS Consultants has performed this analysis, which includes the costs
to cover debt reduction, operations, and capital projects.  The study also examined the rate
classes for each utilities and confirm that these are equitable.
 
This year's study is very critical as it is the first one to include the a major upgrade project at
the Wastewater Treatment Plant.

The sewer rate will require the largest increase, as we need to expand and rebuild our
wastewater treatment plant. This is being driven by new regulatory requirements that
necessitate a change in how we process our sewage in order to better protect Puget Sound. In
addition, there are also main components of the plant that have reached their useful lifetime
and need to be replaced.

 
The strategy of a six-year plan that is updated every three years is to make the rates as stable
as possible.  Also, the long term plan for rates is beneficial when the City enters the bond
market to fund major capital projects.
 
A public hearing was held on October 10, 2022. Questions by customers were made at the
hearing about modifying the water rate structure to allow discounts for lower water usage. A
year-long process went into the current rate proposal and so it is not practical or
recommended to make changes at this time. Public Works will consider this issue during the
next rate analysis.
 



Lynnwood has maintained some of the lowest utility rates in the region and will continue to do
so even with the proposed increases.

SUGGESTED ACTION:

Adopt ordinance setting adjusted water, sewer, and storm rates for 2023-28.

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTIONS:

Council approved the last Utility Rate schedule in 2019.

VISIONS AND PRIORITIES ALIGNMENT:

In order for Lynnwood to be a sustainable community and be responsive to the needs of the
community, we must adequately fund the operation of our City-owned utilities. This will ensure
financial stability and promote economic success.

DEPARTMENT ATTACHMENTS

  Description:
2023 Rates Ordinance 10 10 2022 - Final.pdf

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1613470/2023_Rates_Ordinance_10_10_2022_-_Final.pdf

