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SUBJECT
Adoption of Hyattsville Ordinance 2017-02, Sanctuary City  (10 minutes)

Motion #
166-04-FY17

Recommendation:
I move that the Mayor and Council adopt Hyattsville Ordinance 2017-02, Ordinance whereby the City Council
establishes the City of Hyattsville as a Sanctuary City and establishes that the City of Hyattsville does not intervene
in federal immigration matters.  (SECOND READING & ADOPTION). 

Sponsor(s):
Paschall, Hollingsworth, Wright, Warner, Ward, Solomon, Lawrence, Haba, Croslin

ATTACHMENTS
HO 2017-02 Non-intervention Ordinance to Mayor and Council 4.5.17_FINAL.docx

Summary Background:
President Trump has signed an Executive Order targeting local jurisdictions that refuse to expend local resources
enforcing federal immigration laws with a threat that localities who refuse to comply with 8 U.S.C. 1373 will be
ineligible for most federal funding. President Trump has also called for the creation of a Muslim Registry, which
would unconstitutionally target residents in the United States, citizens and non-citizens alike, based on their
religious belief. 

The City of Hyattsville has a longstanding history of non-engagement in immigration issues - our Police Department
has a longstanding practice of not inquiring about a person's immigration status, and when an offi cer becomes aware
that a person is undocumented, our practice is not to proactively report that person's immigration status to federal
authorities. Further, the City's current practice is not to expend City resources checking people against federal
databases to inquire about whether the person is lawfully present.

These policies are key to public trust in our government, and especially police, institutions. Hyattsville has
established a community-based policing model whereby offi cers are part of the fabric of our community. To utilize
local law enforcement to target minority populations in Hyattsville for federal immigration enforcement would
undermine our City's efforts to ensure public trust in our local law enforcement agencies.

This Ordinance will establish Hyattsville as a Sanctuary City, codifying the longstanding practices of the City of
Hyattsville and clarifying that City staff and agents may not expend City resources, including staff time, on federal
immigration enforcement activity. Moreover, this ordinance would prohibit the City from entering into a funding
arrangement with the federal government that would deputize local law enforcement with federal immigration
powers, or otherwise work to act as a local Deportation Force for the federal government. By refusing to enter into
funding arrangements with the federal government regarding federal immigration enforcement and by prohibiting
the use of City resources toward this endeavor, this Ordinance would prevent local taxpayer dollars from being used
for federal immigration enforcement. This Ordinance would allow for local law enforcement to release detainees to

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/64676/HO_2017-02_Non-intervention_Ordinance_to_Mayor_and_Council_4.5.17_FINAL.pdf


immigration enforcement authorities only if they produce an active criminal warrant for the person's arrest. This
Ordinance will also prohibit the City from participating in any sort of registry of residents based on a protected class
such as religion or race. 

The motion was submitted on January 26, 2017 and a Public Hearing was held on March 6, 2017. The City Attorney has
completed legal review of the motion and drafted the ordinance per Council input. The Ordinance was discussed by
the Mayor and Council on March 20, 2017 and a first reading was held on April 3, 2017. 

Next Steps:
Once passed, Staff will be required to undertake a review of existing forms to remove inquires about immigration
status, if any such forms request that information (unless the inquiry about immigration status is required by state or
federal law).

Fiscal Impact:
TBD

City Administrator Comments:
The staff has reviewed the proposed ordinance and has no operational concerns.   

Community Engagement:
A Public Hearing was held on March 6, 2017 and a forum for questions was posted on the City's Speak Up website. 

Strategic Goals:
Goal 5: Strengthen the City's Identity as a Diverse, Creative, and Welcoming Community

Legal Review Required?
Legal Review Complete


