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SUBJECT
Hyattsville Emergency Ordinance 2019-01, Wireless Facilities and Support Structures (10 minutes)

HCC-246-FY19

Recommendation:
I move that the Mayor and Council introduce and adopt City of Hyattsville Emergency Ordinance 2019-01,  Wireless
Facilities and Support Structures, an Ordinance  whereby the City of Hyattsville amends Chapter 105 to the City of
Hyattsville Code in order to regulate the installation and construction of wireless facilities and supporting structures
(INTRODUCTION AND ADOPTION).

Sponsor(s):
At the Request of the City Administrator

Co-Sponsor(s):
N/A

ATTACHMENTS
Ordinance 2019-01 Wireless Facilities and Support Structures 1.18.19.pdf

Reg. Wireless Facilties and Support Structures 1.11.19.pdf

Summary Background:
The FCC issued an opinion last Sep that effective 14 January 2019 Cell and Cable providers can erect towers in state
and local governments right of way. State and local governments responded by filing law suits seeking to stay the
FCC ruling. It was denied but vigorous litigation is ongoing. The cell industry has been negotiating with the Maryland
General Assembly/MACO/MML for the last two years and they continue to work on the states enabling legislation.  

The Hyattsville City Charter grants the City Council near absolute authority to regulate construction, installation,
improvements or modification of any structure in, on , over and under the City's rights of way, streets and sidewalks. 

Hyattsville Administrative Regulation 2019-01, Wireless Facilities and Support Structures requires wireless providers
or other entities seeking to deploy cell towers and antennas within City limits to pay a $1,500 application/permit fee
and obtain proper approvals from the City prior to installing technology and infrastructure in our right of way. The
City does not have the in-house expertise to review these specialized permits and plans to contract a firm to assist.
We will modify the permit fees to align with estimated costs if applicable. We also plan to partner with interested
neighboring municipalities to determine if, by working together we can apply fair and equitable standards, gain
efficiencies and cost savings as we navigate the process.

While Hyattsville fully supports wireless infrastructure investment to deliver greater access, advanced and
expanded technology, broadband and 5G services to our community, we want to ensure uniform standards are in
place to regulate placement, prevent interference with streets and public places, prevent visual and physical

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/296982/Ordinance_2019-01_Wireless_Facilities_and_Support_Structures_1.18.19.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/296043/Reg._Wireless_Facilties_and_Support_Structures_1.11.19.pdf


obstructions or hazardous conditions, protect the environment and preserve the character and property values in our
neighborhoods.  

Next Steps:
The County, MML, MACO and State government are currently reviewing the FCC guidelines in an effort to develop
and issue guidance. Draft legislation is circulating at the State level. Prince George's County is also drafting a small
cell ordinance which is expected to be enacted by mid-February. Finally, the Maryland Municipal Attorneys
Association will be meeting in February and City Attorneys are expected to be given additional information and
updates on State regulatory and litigation efforts. 

Fiscal Impact:
N/A

City Administrator Comments:
Recommend Support. This ordinance is in the best interest of public health, safety and welfare and ensures Small
Cell Tower requests are fully coordinated and permitted, with proper approvals in place prior to small wireless
facilities being erected in Hyattsville Rights of Way. 

Community Engagement:
A fair summary of the Ordinance will be published in the Prince George's Sentinel. A full copy of the Ordinance is
available in the Office of the City Clerk and will be published on the City's website. 

Strategic Goals:
Goal 2 – Ensure the Long-Term Economic Viability of the City

Legal Review Required?
Complete


