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SUBJECT:

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Approve Proclamation designating February 2025 as National Black History Month in San Benito County.
SBC FILE NUMBER: 156

AGENDA SECTION:

REGULAR AGENDA
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY:

The 2025 Black History Month theme, African Americans and Labor, focuses on the various and
profound ways that work and working of all kinds — free and unfree, skilled, and unskilled, vocational and
voluntary — intersect with the collective experiences of Black people. Indeed, work is at the very center of
much of Black history and culture. Be it the traditional agricultural labor of enslaved Africans that fed Low
Country colonies, debates among Black educators on the importance of vocational training, self-help
strategies and entrepreneurship in Black communities, or organized labor’s role in fighting both economic
and social injustice, Black people’s work has been transformational throughout the U.S., Africa, and the
Diaspora. The 2025 Black History Month theme, “African Americans and Labor,” sets out to highlight and
celebrate the potent impact of this work.

The theme, “African Americans and Labor,” intends to encourage broad reflections on intersections
between Black people’s work and their workplaces in all their iterations and key moments, themes, and
events in Black history and culture across time and space and throughout the U.S., Africa, and the
Diaspora. Like religion, social justice movements, and education, studying African Americans’ labor and
labor struggles are important organizing foci for new interpretations and reinterpretations of the Black
past, present, and future. Such new considerations and reconsiderations are even more significant as
the historical forces of racial oppression gather new and renewed strength in the 21st century.



RESOLUTION OR ORDINANCE NEEDED FOR THIS ITEM:

N/A

CONTRACT NEEDED FOR THIS ITEM:

N/A

RFP AND BID HISTORY:

N/A

LAST CONTRACT AMOUNT OR N/A:

N/A

CONTRACT HISTORY (Describe all amendments and previous contracts):
N/A

STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS: 1. Operational Development & Excellence
No

STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS: 2. Planning And Sustainable Growth
No

STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS: 3. Technology

No

STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS: 4. Community Engagement

Yes

STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS: 5. Health & Safe Community

No

BUDGETED:

N/A

BUDGET ADJUSTMENT NEEDED:

N/A

SOURCE OF FUNDING:



N/A

UNFUNDED MANDATE:

N/A

SBC BUDGET LINE ITEM NUMBER:

N/A

CURRENT FY COST:

N/A

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Approve Proclamation designating February 2025 as National Black History Month in San Benito County.
BOARD ACTION RESULTS:

Approved Proclamation per staff recommendation. (5/0 vote)

ATTACHMENTS:
Proclamation - Black History Month 2025


https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3129778/February_Black_History_Month_2025.pdf
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