
Memorandum
REPORT TO: Study Commission

FROM: Caeleb Heinen, Recording Secretary
Mike Maas, Ex Officio

SUBJECT: Provide Input on Tentative Report Draft 1

MEETING DATE: June 4, 2026

AGENDA ITEM TYPE: Citizen Advisory Board/Commission

RECOMMENDATION: Provide Input on Tentative Report Draft 1

STRATEGIC PLAN: 1.2 Community Engagement: Broaden and deepen engagement of the
community in city government, innovating methods for inviting input from
the community and stakeholders.

BACKGROUND: Per Montana Code Annotated, 2025:

Final Report
7-3-187. Final report. (1) A study commission shall adopt a final report. If the study
commission recommends an alteration of a local government, the final report must
contain the following materials and documents, each signed by a majority of the
study commission members:

(a) those materials and documents required of a petition proposing an alteration of a
local government in 7-3-142;

(b) a certificate establishing the date of the election pursuant to 7-3-192 at which the
alternative form of government or change in a plan of government is presented to
the electors and a certificate establishing the form of the ballot question or
questions; and

(c) a certificate establishing the dates of the first primary and general elections for
officers of a new government if the proposal is approved and establishing the
effective date of the proposal if approved.

(2) The final report must contain any minority report signed by members of the
commission who do not support the majority proposal.

(3) If the study commission is not recommending any changes, its final report must
indicate that changes are not recommended.

(4) The study commission shall file two copies of the final report with the department
of administration, one of which the department shall forward to the state library. A
copy of the final report must be certified by the study commission to the municipal or
county records administrator within 30 days after the adoption of the final report.

https://mca.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0070/chapter_0030/part_0010/section_0420/0070-0030-0010-0420.html
https://mca.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0070/chapter_0030/part_0010/section_0920/0070-0030-0010-0920.html


(5) Sufficient copies of the final report must be prepared for public distribution. The
final report must be available to the electors not later than 30 days prior to the
election on the issue of adopting the alternative form or plan of government. Copies
of the final report may be distributed to electors or residents of the local government
or governments affected.

(6) After submission of the final report, the commission shall deposit copies of its
minutes and other records with the county clerk and recorder.

Requirements For Petition
7-3-142. Requirements for petition. A petition proposing an alteration of a
local government must contain:

(1) a certificate containing the plan of government of the existing form of local
government;

(2) a certificate containing the plan of government of the proposed new form of
government or amendments to the existing plan;

(3) a certificate containing the plan of apportionment of commissioner districts
if districts are contained in the plan of government; and

(4) a comparison of the existing form of government and plan of government
and proposed form of government and plan of government, including, if
desired, a statement of the strengths and weaknesses of the existing and
proposed forms and plans of government, information that supports the
adoption of the proposed form and plan, and information that supports
retention of the present form and plan.

UNRESOLVED ISSUES: None identified

ALTERNATIVES: Per the Study Commission

FISCAL EFFECTS: TBD
 

Attachments:
Tentative report 2026 Local gov't study commission.pdf

 
Report compiled on: June 1, 2026

https://bozeman.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4147463/Tentative_report_2026_Local_gov_t_study_commission.pdf
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