
Memorandum
REPORT TO: Sustainability Board

FROM: Ali Chipouras, Sustainability Program Specialist
Natalie Meyer, Sustainability Program Manager

SUBJECT: Building Energy Efficiency Training Opportunities and Workforce
Development

MEETING DATE: May 14, 2025

AGENDA ITEM TYPE: Citizen Advisory Board/Commission

RECOMMENDATION: Building Energy Efficiency Training Opportunities and Workforce
Development.

STRATEGIC PLAN: 6.3 Climate Action: Reduce community and municipal Greenhouse Gas
(GHG) emissions, increase the supply of clean and renewable energy; foster
related businesses.

BACKGROUND: Ali Chipouras, Sustainability Program Specialist, will provide an update on
local building energy efficiency training opportunities and ongoing regional
collaboration efforts to support workforce development and high-
performance building practices. Additionally, Ali will provide an update on
the City’s heat pump water heater rebate program, including participation
and opportunities to increase community engagement and adoption.
 
Heat Pump Water Heaters for Residents  - May 8
The City partnered with the City of Missoula and the Northwest Energy
Efficiency Alliance (NEEA) to host a free virtual Heat Pump Water Heaters for
Montana Homeowners training. This session covered what heat pump water
heaters are, how to determine if one is right for your home, key questions to
ask your contractor, available rebates and incentives, and more. A recording
of Heat Pump Water Heaters for Montana Homeowners  will be made
available on the City of Bozeman website. 

Best Practices in New Home Construction - June 3-5
Earth Advantage is delivering the 'Best Practices in New Home Construction'
series on behalf of BetterBuiltNW, together with local building industry
partners. Whether you are a builder, architect, contractor, code official, or
any other interested building industry professional, we invite you to join us
for this no-cost opportunity to explore energy-efficient building practices
while learning about locally available programs and financial incentives that
support residential new construction.
 

https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/49850caf-e89f-4350-845b-7c032d70be7f@780c98fa-77d6-4c0f-972a-39b490a4f641
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1rU2C3Fk9kmiPcfVFH_enhjWvgG5EZU_vjnWT9qZQYiseCC3faDopxyQ6f9olz-7dvhmgTBWiJRCCR_QHLJge5zNQ4li5snXJ_YD0Ko4Y-BjOVUKVqb6_pOStZVfLFQe5NcMGh2rODF3C34Zbxy-4oC4cveJsQbuA57_fJ1ShssMlkfG_YwEEwkKUsAbvpllXnluIjtlBpGuvq6Dcs2Sjhf5kEFz0vERzOHrdX3cX-Dc7OE_6XFS0gPg_AzN-Vk59MNHTVUHJc64JZmhL1vOgjcWU-AAHKgPW_VkFvtTqKq8llvfr7Sxz9ako3f6W9a5XyCUmbJpCYC5j4HJVCneAW6o5QYB9Syqrhl826mIa5fXhCSsPJcnM5FTz8S2FRG8N/https%253A%252F%252Fearthadvantage-org.qmailroute.net%252Fx%252Fd%253Fc%253D46082264%2526l%253D68c26288-a6e4-41e4-918a-ff7a698a5a6b%2526r%253D9a6443d8-b623-4016-8765-1d88d5fc2c1a
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1UfYcNgCaGkmv0NCYZaHRuUtecL3VLyhpjAWqabTAw_YmHpy4bXw5psHzIvUiaAve6lm8G882nKahW0T1AnSgdsVlEuOlnys5JM_iOiSs_iE4fa2DF1mF1_EWvLmQXvIE1p-sg57MkX5iBJZEJ5dV7-k3FXZ1TB4gfRN36Hl1jQ4VdqUlPyiyTayjXCvtIJYE4lCVa5-w0hCnmnyXYLLtbAbLcW6FUsebJEU6UvWHMn6u9Bd7Rn_5rrMLNOPH-2Vuh2dD-klsiYiizC6ECFYWM45Njkhdos_LJubow00YBagaoAzAjTNuFtGj5NwZQ7d3MjJbNovP-4OgqRVrQbdIwbUhwQMFZpkH8D2ninln1XNW-ONiR1NtWeq2jWUT5HPo/https%253A%252F%252Fearthadvantage-org.qmailroute.net%252Fx%252Fd%253Fc%253D46082264%2526l%253D4089bbe9-c6d6-479d-aa4f-60001684cf88%2526r%253D9a6443d8-b623-4016-8765-1d88d5fc2c1a
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1M2rCIF7Jnn0jBaXlPkRlcY8SmBF8VGnxrEGcNUJnjOw9tNFPhK4J3Kui76ltwjB1Gx9LWcAf3iilZooYNaYYMqtBBvWqlJo9vnK3N2fMuRW9lVo5jX4_S6bZnXsREK6YKmKFyfwhl9NXYpoaVm83gtcSaWq7Rn4gyM9E5_8_nN6cJ8_Bss2yNRTL-8uBFeqDfA36TshX-FXIrAXI_Y1a3n2X2yBbvE0W6BH0bE6tRtkOyNxWZwsva4BMkMUG7-_OlgbQv8OwA137CDrLAuNeL93_Qa1Az3KAJhyKA7vihrBTQ5dpVQsUrFpePZgR767uWvxHC7ShmmIbbdDTeLJ7SMG0B6Rq6WNfe6GGKGPtBDeCyBBiYFMcHCO756fTb_z0/https%253A%252F%252Fearthadvantage-org.qmailroute.net%252Fx%252Fd%253Fc%253D46082264%2526l%253D9a164d37-d632-47a2-bc84-f49ab08a730c%2526r%253D9a6443d8-b623-4016-8765-1d88d5fc2c1a


Training & Site Visits: 
Continuing Education: AIA, BPI, ICC, & NATE 
Join these no-cost site visits and training that help Montana building industry
professionals evaluate and incorporate good/better/best practices being
used today to build energy-efficient new homes:

Kalispell
Energy Efficient Home Site Visit: Tuesday, June 3, 1–3PM
Missoula
Best Practices in New Home Construction: Wednesday, June 4, 8AM–
12PM
Energy Efficient Home Site Visit: Wednesday, June 4, 1–3PM
Bozeman
Energy Efficient Home Site Visit: Thursday, June 5, 1–3PM
Building Science Presentation: Thursday, June 5, 6-8PM

 
Home Performance and Energy Retrofit Bootcamp - May 12-23
This week-long course is hosted by MSU Extension, Montana Weatherization
Training Center, and is free for Montana residents and Gallatin College
students. 

Montana Energy Auditor Training Certification Pilot Program – June 23-27 
The Montana energy auditor training and certification pilot program is being
provided by the Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) and
the MSU Weatherization Training Center (WTC). This is a pilot program for a
limited number of attendees to receive Building Performance Institute BPI
based training and certification through the Montana State University
Weatherization Training Center.
 

UNRESOLVED ISSUES: None.

ALTERNATIVES: As suggested by the Board.

FISCAL EFFECTS: None.
 

Report compiled on: May 9, 2025

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1tJ2Dv4kjowzGuKekxc0HYaZKcgeDAu8YH1VSrVvMmOm2sjyCHNa8AAhQHB5Ox6W714yGcs3BPhZRX-prrpWBctzyK-xdvgaFxxWTIjPNSxm3FoVcEkXahKQwijMsoOb1yaaE-eMJ6_V7ABskOaOVE-rA5_b2VO6KSOB7nbvTzZXYTNYp2bnlhqJiFjQo87tpD91bm2-h21aHJtHHJqfe1tFdJtGvkjTi-0_ELNcapIyNpIRYIOlcev5RcS7dvyU2MHghuLP6OpWTobmrbYnm38-c4czV7BrkpLSmxKp569NBCwm-YbkIIMZ6jjUNT8RoH8R28fBsz1r9M5XIng0qiYCr2mAMRepvy8HgjXKN6JvqWghV8fLInOD_5HDLFyDV/https%253A%252F%252Fearthadvantage-org.qmailroute.net%252Fx%252Fd%253Fc%253D46082264%2526l%253D1452c87e-3837-47ff-b90a-798360774f1e%2526r%253D9a6443d8-b623-4016-8765-1d88d5fc2c1a
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1823PKu8aMgAxFgGdtsh3KRpTKw3nurw1zJmRLXjq71ZsiY28ORjdoOP3atmwDRcSDeaREVs41jw1FFqD4r7yRVTP0ULp025zuYzOYUT52OXU5ywPDH-t5iR6vSbh6S2eaMNggXIFP_xk6mjm8IAR5Ow_vsIAV1hbIvSUUqjjtjipgs4HkPtSkyNRnQpnOr3l8_rLM3oeGs-2ZSkRBDtVwJmZUVonjWf0_YhqAjq4AdNmJrwS2doLthSESeLOULDW9fN9BS5kZVrijF8O7m_b_pzK5coSWC1nKQxcew1siDLX5GjWJvpMUJTcdJC8dHRdBpIQA9dxRdsgW33RUMUh4ihVlIzNjcvni0Jmbd00BuQJt9Iva2JpTN8wFWZpIkkt/https%253A%252F%252Fearthadvantage-org.qmailroute.net%252Fx%252Fd%253Fc%253D46082264%2526l%253D5f09fb32-f93c-4170-8a37-2357ab3a2fdb%2526r%253D9a6443d8-b623-4016-8765-1d88d5fc2c1a
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1cEPXIiJAIQ2W5VoT6TR7w_uj-9Bun7LCA6LFZwlIFZ9dc8ZeVFj0nk5wpH7ctQC9LtDDUxMjaYp1mND9zFen-cSKzXv2ZcxZs60RAZFJD-QYFcUCnxNXqJCJlIc3MAK9aKuKwN34w9ThAYsH42vajO4-Qs9zQ-Dn0pxx4dTlFRMgVbl2AmMq-AJgzolgQ_6zc5eBM0L5LSzUTm1irtbuLCOCbU9V7fl0SMqVE3uJKkwP72xeKRhhwbLXsjR12UQuuW5C7DfmXany5KrBmbOnOaYva9ub6jDfDe0k-Jrt6bYGDigAjBHOregzRw83yAwF9gyTdOLgjzjkryHWtQB1wk5uCFtwNseqSZYrb4KCf6dB5RATh4T0N3EWlJ2xt3BS/https%253A%252F%252Fearthadvantage-org.qmailroute.net%252Fx%252Fd%253Fc%253D46082264%2526l%253D803aff39-a01d-4e01-a11d-4948d7ddfab5%2526r%253D9a6443d8-b623-4016-8765-1d88d5fc2c1a
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1ahoVh4XoNIufQQsrpZr7GYLiC0ySgO2QU7gERyNPlJ0LyDAFhxzjnXRIHGruLZMiwgCsA8yrONxfX9L8qGgpdv-OKBe9r3AyCnPqTqcs05W_K2QKCwzzQbyNt9JoKSjmf12539ToJk_4et5d3Oxbb3WcIEZcW9ocN9z0id4lzGvBIo9Nw4Jr7NMBUM2Rs9bhFBQF0VB-llsmD0ANB3B-bRvVJVOc1ONxjakcUJ1mXMy8MLchdLiUwZFEGw9ff9BOJF9_671UKc4y_VY-JHbwqUo1HGYR-tUi_AdGqSyQm4DPNZb6qE5cjAV6iI7HoujQXtxo0p84NPCdGayxiNjgOYC4xT7MCvILZBYSnoP2-XrtS6Hc89lvf4Nl24R89Og6/https%253A%252F%252Fearthadvantage-org.qmailroute.net%252Fx%252Fd%253Fc%253D46082264%2526l%253D54ab8734-dc22-4baa-82f3-fa0fdf7d7358%2526r%253D9a6443d8-b623-4016-8765-1d88d5fc2c1a
https://www.montana.edu/extension/weatherization/Home_Performance_Bootcamp.html

	Memorandum

