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Background/History:
There is one scheduled vacancy on the Planning Commission due to Planning Commissioner
Harivanden "Harry" Bhakta's term ending on July 10, 2026.  This scheduled vacancy was
advertised according to the procedures outlined in the City of Bishop City Council Standards
and Procedures Manual Section 5.3 Procedure for Filling Vacancies on the Planning
Commission and Parks and Recreation Commission.
 
The City has advertised this scheduled vacancy in the Inyo Register on May 16, 2026, May
23, 2026, and May 30, 2026 with the deadline for all applications to be submitted by 4:00 p.m.
on Friday, June 5, 2026.

Analysis/Discussion:
Pursuant to the City of Bishop City Council Standards and Procedures Manual Section 5.2
Recruitment Process, a screening committee, composed of two Councilmembers, appointed
by the Mayor and approved by the City Council; the City Administrator; and a Staff Member
directly in charge of the subject Commission shall review the applications for each commission
vacancy, interview applicants if deemed appropriate and check such reference as they may
deem expedient, then make a nomination to the City Council for filling the commission
vacancy.

Impacts to Council Goals and Strategic Planning Priorities:
This item does not have any impacts to Council goals and strategic planning priorities.

Budget Impacts:
This item does not have any budget impacts.

Legal Review:
City Attorney Pucci has reviewed this item and finds that the recommended action complies

https://bishop-ca.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4156116/Ad_Planning_Commission_Expiring_Term__1__July_2026.pdf


with the law.

Recommended Action:
Council consideration to approve the two council members appointed by the Mayor to sit on
the screening committee to fill the scheduled vacancy on the Planning Commission with a
term ending on July 10, 2030.
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