
 

  
DATE: FEBRUARY 7, 2022
  
TO: MAYOR AND ASTORIA CITY COUNCIL
  
FROM: BRETT ESTES, CITY MANAGER
  
SUBJECT: DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION OF HERITAGE SQUARE

EXCLUSIVE NEGOTIATING AGREEMENT (TO BE CONTINUED AT
FEBRUARY 22, 2022 CITY COUNCIL MEETING FOR VOTE)

  
DISCUSSION / ANALYSIS:
 
In late 2021, the Astoria Development Commission discussed and subsequently issued a
request for expressions of interest (RFEI) to develop workforce housing on the City of Astoria
owned Heritage Square property.  The RFEI was issued with a deadline to submit of
December 20, 2021.  Two responses were received with teams led by Related Northwest and
Edlen & Company.  Mayor Jones appointed a committee to review the submittals.  Individuals
appointed are Walt Postlewait, Jessamyn West, Monica Steele, David Reid, Meg Leatherman
and Brett Estes.  
 
The committee met and developed a review document which was transmitted to the Astoria
Development Commission for consideration at their January 18, 2022 meeting.  At that
meeting the Commission voted to recommend that the Astoria City Council approve an
exclusive negotiating agreement (ENA) with Edlen & Company.  It should be noted that
members of Astoria Development Commission and Astoria City Council are one in the same
but represent two separate governmental entities.  The Astoria Development Commission
oversees urban renewal activities.  The Astoria City Council is the entity who would be able to
approve an ENA at Heritage Square in that the City owns that property. 
 
Attached in this packet is a memorandum from consultant John Southgate which provides
further information and overview on this matter.  Also included is a draft ENA with Edlen &
Company.  Mayor Jones has asked that no vote be taken at the February 7th meeting and
that the item be continued to the February 22nd meeting.  In advance of the February 22nd
packet, a final version of the ENA will be prepared and included in the packet.  Since the
January 18th Astoria Development Commission meeting, public comment has come in
regarding this proposed development.  In some instances, citizens had asked that their
comments on the ENA also be added to the Comprehensive Plan Amendment for Heritage
Square (A21-03) in that item deals with use of Heritage Square as residential uses.  A hearing
for the associated Comprehensive Plan Amendment is also scheduled for the February 7th
Council meeting and comments received for the ENA and Comprehensive Plan amendment
are jointly included in the packet for A21-03.
 
 



 
 
RECOMMENDATION:
 
It is recommended that the Council review and discuss the materials, as well as draft ENA,
and take public comment on the issue.
 
BY: BRETT ESTES, CITY MANAGER
 
ATTACHMENTS:
Council Memo 2-7-22 FINAL.docx
ENA - Heritage Square Draft III 2-7-22.docx

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1236035/Council_Memo_2-7-22_FINAL.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1236034/ENA_-_Heritage_Square_Draft_III_2-7-22.pdf

